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IN-TRANSIT 
NOV-Dec 2016 

 

As part of its continued efforts at facili-
tating trade in the West Africa sub re-
gion, Borderless Alliance organized two 
media sensitization workshops on De-
cember 13, 2016 and December 20, 2016 
respectively in Benin and Burkina Faso 
on the World Trade Organization Trade 
Facilitation Agreement (WTO-TFA). 
This initiative by Borderless Alliance is 
to complement the efforts being made by 

countries aimed at ensuring the ratifica-
tion of the WTO-TFA. 

The workshops brought together repre-
sentatives of national, regional and inter-
national media organizations, Ministry of 
Trade, investment and export promotion 
agencies, Ministry of Transport, Cus-
toms, and other stakeholders in the trade 
and transport sector. While the Benin 
workshop in Cotonou recorded 28 partic-
ipants, that of Burkina Faso in Ouaga-
dougou witnessed the participation of 42. 

Participants expressed satisfaction at the 
move by Borderless Alliance and called 
on the governments in their respective 
countries to extend the sensitization to all 
citizens, especially the grassroots who 
are stakeholders in the trade and transport 
sector, civil society organizations and 

other private and public authorities in the 
trade and transport sector.  

Governments of both countries renewed 
their commitments to supporting the 
cause of Borderless Alliance in facilitat-
ing trade in West Africa. “The Govern-
ment of Benin will design training pro-
grams to create awareness on the im-
portance of trade facilitation in the coun-
try and in the West Africa region,” said 
the Technical Advisor on Trade, Mr. 
Tidjani Chakirou, who represented the 
Benin Minister of Trade. According to 
Mr. Christian Somda, Cabinet Director at 
the Burkina Faso Ministry of Trade, “The 
Government is putting together a network 
of journalists to disseminate information 
to inform citizens and stakeholders in the 
transport and trade sector on the need to 
ratify trade facilitation agreements.”  
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The Government of Benin has expressed its continued commit-
ment to supporting the efforts of Borderless Alliance (BA)] at 
facilitating trade in the West Africa sub region. This was ex-
pressed at separate high-level meetings with the Minister of In-
dustry, Trade and Handcraft on December 14, 2016 and with the 
Minister of the Interior on December 15, 2016 in Cotonou. 
 
The meeting was meant for Borderless Alliance to brief both 
Ministries on a Trade Facilitation Agreement media sensitization 
workshop held on December 13, 2016, recommendations, and 
what the Government of Benin could further do to improve the 
business environment. The Executive Secretary of Borderless 
Alliance, Mr. Justin Bayili, expressed gratitude to the Govern-
ment for steps already taken to improve the business environ-
ment in Benin and in West Africa. 
 
The Minister of Trade, Mr. Lazare Maurice Sehoueto, gave the 
assurance that steps had been taken to remove all checkpoints 
for vehicles in Benin. “As a demonstration of our commitment, 
the Government of Benin is implementing a decision to sanction 
Heads of Sections, Units or Departments for the misbehavior of 
any subordinate security officer,” he said.  

To overcome the challenge of Nigeria not allowing goods from 
Benin in their territory, the Minister said the Benin Government 
had taken steps to structure trade relations between the two 
countries. He appealed to the ECOWAS Task Force to intervene 
to ensure free flow of goods in member countries. He further 
called for dialogue between the Central Bank of Francophone 
West Africa (BCEAO) and the Central Bank of Nigeria to facili-
tate trade transactions. 

At the meeting with 
the Minister of      
Interior, Mr. Sacca 
Lafia, Borderless  
Alliance commended 
the Minister specifi-
cally for the drastic 
reduction of check-
points between Hil-
lacondji (Togo-Benin 
border) and Cotonou 
and on the Cotonou – 
Malanville northern 
corridor. Borderless 
Alliance, however, 
appealed to the Minis-
ter to help overcome some challenges still being encountered by 
traders on the roads.  
These include: at least four police, gendarmerie, and customs 
checkpoints still mounted by the Mayor and the Chief of Seme; 
the presence of civilians on the road, popularly called “Klébés,” 
who are used by uniformed forces to extort monies from travel-
ers (traders and drivers); etc.  
The Minister indicated some decisions his Ministry had taken: 
removal of the barriers and checkpoints along the corridors; put-

ting out a telephone line for citizens to call and report on road 
harassments; causing the arrest of all civilians (“Klébés) on the 

road; and making sure by January 1, 2017, all uniformed would 

have name tags attached to their uniforms to facilitate easy iden-
tification by complainants and the general public. 

Participants at the workshop In Cotonou, 
Benin 

From Left: Mr. Justin Bayili, Executive 
Secretary of Borderless Alliance; Col. 
Christophe Gnimavo, Borderless Alliance 
Trade Advisor at Seme Border; Mr. Tidjani 
Chakirou, Technical Advisor of the Minister 
of Trade; Hon. Lazare Maurice Sehoueto, 
Minister of Industry, Trade and Handicraft 
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On December 12 – 14, 2016, 
Borderless Alliance participat-
ed in a sensitization workshop 
in Abuja, Nigeria, organized 
by the Economic Community 
of West African States 
(ECOWAS) to increase aware-
ness of private sector actors in 
West Africa on the ECOWAS 
Common External Tariff 
(CET). 
 
Organized in partnership with 
Borderless Alliance and funded 
by GIZ, the workshop brought 
together 24 representatives of 
private sec-
tor actors 
from Benin, 
Côte d’Iv-
oire, Ghana, 
Guinea, 
Mali, Niger, 
Nigeria, 
Senegal, 
Sierra Leo-
ne and To-
go. Participants were also sen-
sitized on safeguard measures 
taken by ECOWAS to protect 
specific goods within the Com-
munity from external shocks 
resulting from the importation 
of similar goods from outside 
the Community. Thus, partici-
pants were taken through the 
structure of the ECOWAS 
CET, which are the various 
categories of goods. These 

include: essential social goods; 
basic necessities, basic raw 
materials, capital goods and 
specific inputs; final consumer 
goods; and specific goods for 
economic development. 
 

The ECOWAS CET, which 
came into force on January 1, 
2015, constitutes an important 
means to achieving a common 
market in the sub region. It 
promotes uniformity and har-
monization of customs proce-

dures and 
charges 
in order 
to obtain 
the same 
results at 
the bor-
ders of 
member 
states. 

Opening the workshop, the 
Director of Customs at ECO-
WAS, Mr. Salifou 
TIEMTORE, said it was im-
portant for the private sector 
actors to acquaint themselves 
with the CET in order to derive 
maximum benefits from it. 

Participants at the workshop in Abuja 
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From November 21 – 25, 
2016, Borderless Alliance 
participated in the annual 
Regional Economic Commu-
nities - Transport Coordina-
tion Committee (REC- TCC) 
meeting organized by the 
World Bank’s SSATP Pro-
ject in Abidjan, Côte d’Iv-
oire.  
The meeting brought togeth-
er forty representatives of 
key Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs), Corri-
dor Monitoring Committees 
and other regional stakehold-
ers in transport development 
in sub Saharan Africa. 
SSATP is an international 
partnership of 40 African 
countries, RECs, African 
institutions (African Union 
Commission-AUC, United 
Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Africa-UNECA), 
public and private sector 
organizations and interna-
tional development agencies, 
with the mission to facilitate 
policy development and re-
lated capacity building in 
Africa's transport sector. 
The SSATP secretariat pre-
sented an overview of its 

third year development pro-
gram (DP3) on Regional 
integration and reviewed its 
2017 work plan with meeting 
participants. The meeting 
also provided an opportunity 
to inform stakeholders on the 
upcoming inauguration of 
the Alliance of Africa Corri-
dor Management Associa-
tions (ACMA) which aims to 
identify and respond to tech-
nical needs of the Corridor 
Management Institutions. 
The meeting coincided with 
the Program for Infrastruc-
ture Development in Africa 
(PIDA) week, organized by 
the African Development 
Bank (AfDB) and Infrastruc-
ture Consortium for Africa 
(ICA). This enabled partici-
pants to take part in the 
transport sessions of the PI-
DA week. During the ses-
sions, BA shared its perspec-
tive on its contribution to 
comprehensive corridor 
management, the key issues 
to tackle on the transport 
corridors and the priority 
actions to be implemented in 
the short term.  
According to Mr. Yaya 
Yedan, Senior Transport 
Specialist at SSATP, 
“SSATP will offer training 
and advocacy for implemen-
tation, benchmarking and 
knowledge sharing for effi-
ciency improvement.” 
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As part of its 
transport and 
trade facilita-
tion activities 
in West Africa, 
particularly at 
the borders, the 
Borderless 
Alliance orga-
nized a work-
shop for 32 
trade and 
transport stake-

holders in both public and private sector, made up of importers, 
exporters, freight forwarders, customs and transport operators, 
from the Elubo border in Ghana and Noé border in Côte d’Iv-
oire at Elubo on December 19, 2016.  
 
The objective of the meeting was to facilitate free movement of 
products through dialogue between customs officers and private 
trade and transport actors in both countries. Organized under the 
theme " Assessing the Challenges in implementing Customs 
Procedures (Clearance) at the Noe /Elubo Border,” the meeting 

formed part of activities of the Program for the free movement 
of Food and Agricultural Products (ProFAB) in West Africa. 
 
The meeting enabled participants to discuss the different import, 
export and transit procedures adopted and implemented by both 
the customs of Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire. Participants shared 
their experiences on the challenges that actors in both private 
and public sector faced at the borders and came out with recom-
mendations which would help accelerate the formalities and 
reduce transit times for goods at the borders. The recommenda-
tions include: 
• strengthening the capacity of the actors for a better under-

standing of the customs procedures; 
• sensitizing trade and transport actors to obtain all the neces-

sary documents on all import or export operations in ad-
vance before going to the border; 

• making the necessary arrangements with the customs at 
Elubo to facilitate registration and stamping of documents; 
improving infrastructure at the border, particularly the crea-
tion of additional spaces for the parking of trucks; 

• promoting better cooperation and coordination between the 
two customs authorities for the benefit of the private sector. 

Participants at the workshop at the                    
Elubo border in Ghana  


